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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Fraters,

Through our involvement with Israel
Bonds we were able to support the State
of Israel while making a significant
contribution to the Oral Pathology
Department of Tel Aviv University. This
was accomplished while honouring
our esteemed and respected former president of the Ordre des
dentistes du Québec, Dr. Barry Dolman. You can read all about
it in this issue.

2020 was an unforgettable year! Some have coined the term
“20-freak’n-20”, another annus horribilis. I do not want to hear
the phrases “the new normal”, “stay safe”, “this too shall pass”
or “ça va bien aller” ever again!
We mourn the lives lost and lament the terrible losses that many
have suffered. But we must balance hope with the reality of
difficult times yet to come.

Dr. Jonathan Werbitt has been instrumental in the ongoing
success of our continuing education program. He is also making
our Montreal Chapter website a reality. Coming soon!

As the doors closed to in-person gatherings, the gates of new
opportunities opened. While we miss the handshakes, drinks,
aromas of hot hors d’ouvres coming our way and the perfume
of acquaintances wafting in the air, we have embraced video
conferencing to expand our horizons. Thanks to platforms
such as Zoom, we actually see more out-of-town friends and
relatives than we ever did before. We have taken advantage of
the numerous CE courses offered for free.

Dr. Martin Wise’s initiative to organize the Ometz dental clinic
at the Jewish General Hospital will surely resume once normal
life resurrects.
Most importantly, we look towards the future. There are
several young dentists and students who have shown amazing
dedication and leadership skills. For example: Rachel Korman
and Stephanie Wiseman were awarded the Sherman prize from
the AO Foundation. Rachel has also been nominated as the
international student representative for AO International.

I can proudly declare that our chapter has distinguished itself
and stood by the Alpha Omega principles of the three tenets
of professionalism, fraternalism and commitment to Jewish
values.
I had never attended an AO International convention yet the
adversities that have prevented us from travelling and gathering
made it possible for me to attend this year. The Zoom meeting
was a resounding success, excellently put together and managed
by Alpha Omega’s executive director Heidi Weber. MRDS
was among the sponsors. It is disappointing that scarcely a
handful of Montreal members attended, not even for the free
CE offerings.

Finally, I urge everyone to get involved in organized dentistry.
Apply to whatever position opens at the Order of Dentists and
the ACDQ. Unfortunately, we no longer have any representation
in the governing bodies due to member apathy.
I wish everyone a hopeful and healthy and prosperous new year.
We can look forward to hanging out with our friends, going to
restaurants and generally enjoying proximity with people. For
many of us it’s that hope that keeps us from falling into despair,
keeps us wearing our masks and being careful. We can do this
for however long it takes as long as we know it won’t be forever.

Our distinguished editor, Dr. Harry Wise, although retired from
dentistry, has not stopped being an invaluable contributor to our
society and has certainly not stopped living! This year he was
honoured with the AO International President’s Citation.

Marcelo Bercovici,
President, AO-MRDS

Dr. Mel Schwartz, who is now our treasurer, is one of the
recipients of the Canadian Dental Association’s Distinguished
Service Award.
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EDITOR’S
MESSAGE
Dear members.

furniture. I could go on, but suffice
it to say that at 75, I rode over 1500k
on my bicycle between April and
November, we still walk every day
regardless of the weather, I train
at home since my gym is closed and now I have a high-end
rowing machine that includes online classes that I participate
in. Fortunately, I don’t play golf or this introduction would be
much longer (and more boring).

As many of you may be aware, I recently retired from
practicing dentistry and many people are asking me what I
am doing with all my spare time. The answer is that I don’t
have much spare time. I am up before 7:00 AM and busy with
many different things that make the day zip past right before
I realize it’s bedtime at the Wises. I have always believed in
structure to live by and although some retirees want to sleep
until noon and spend the night surfing the internet, or watching
old movies, I feel more constructive looking at the inside of
my eyelids at night and making the best use of my waking
hours during the daytime.

At this time, I would like to mention that I, we lost a dear
friend; Dr. Tibor Bertalan. I first met him in 1968 when I
began dental school. He was in my brother, Martin’s class and
we all became friends and that friendship endured for some
50 years. When Martin and I were forced to move out of our
former office for various reasons in 1995, Tibor happened to
find us an office space right across the hall from his and we
both knew that there would be no rivalry, but cooperation and
friendship. We would meet for lunch nearly every day, came to
the rescue if there was an equipment breakdown and generally
looked after one another. We shared many wonderful times
together and went biking and fishing together. In fact, we had
tentatively hoped to go fishing this past summer, but..

What am I busy with? Being a dentist for the past 48 years
should not leave a huge gap in which to look for a pastime, or
you have been wasting much of your productive life without
any hobby or activity outside of dentistry. On November 20,
I went on my last bike ride of the season and did 40k. The
day started at a brisk 5 degrees c, but became a beautiful 16
degrees and was far more enjoyable than staying indoors
looking out the window. “Carpe Diem”.
Tracing back 2 weeks prior to that, my wife, Barbara and I
were in the den watching some movie on TV, when we heard
a thud, as if something light had fallen over upstairs. Usually,
these things go unnoticed, as so many household noises do,
but this time, I went upstairs to check and heard the gurgle
of water in the guest bathroom. For some freak reason, the
tank on the toilet had suddenly cracked open, spewing water
onto the floor. I immediately reacted and simultaneously
turned off the water and flushed the toilet to drain the tank,
thus preventing a catastrophe. By pure luck, we were at home;
we noticed the noise, reacted to the situation and knew what
to do. And of course, I now had another renovation project to
do. Yes!

So what else am I busy with now? Oh yes; Alpha Omega?
CE? And of course, The Probe & Mirror.
In this issue, I am including a report for Israel Bonds,
Honouring 2020’s Man of The Year, Dr. Barry Dolman.
There was an outdoor event in August that took place at the
Royalmount Drive-in, which was the first ever that we have
done this way and it was an outstanding success. The feature
article appears in this edition along with some of the many
pictures of the event.
I can only wish that there were other social events to report,
but that is how 2020 was.

Since I am handy with many tools and at my wife’s suggestion,
this became an opportunity to update the room. So, with a bit
of paint, trim and a new, modern toilet, success was achieved
and a disaster was prevented. Serendipity was at work and I
had the satisfaction of accomplishment.

At this point, I want to address a sensitive subject that, as editor
and as a long-standing member of the mainline executive, I
am obliged to mention and once more, here I am sticking my
proverbial neck out. (Metaphor use) Here goes.

Before that, it was a seasonal duty for my wife and I to cut
back the flower garden and prepare it for spring, uproot
and store the Dahlia bulbs, rake leaves and stow the patio

For over 15 years, I have railed in editorials and meetings
about the apathy of some members that join AO solely for
the CE credits and social events that we offer. Because this
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)
year differs in that we have been restricted to Zoom lectures
and zero social events or dinner-lectures, our membership has
taken a toll. People want “Their money’s worth” and some
even feel that they can get their CE credits elsewhere, often
for free. Is it too much to ask members to join because they
have something to contribute? For the first time in years, we
do not have any representation from our community on the
board of the ODQ. No one stepped forward as a candidate for
a post by the deadline and we missed the opportunity.

Werbitt for his scientific report. In addition, we have an
interesting feature scientific article by Michael Moscovitch
and an additional article of interest by Erle Schneidman, a
sports enthusiast and collector of memorabilia. Our President
also has his message to convey as well as a case presentation
of his own to share with you.
I have often, in previous editorials, invited readers to
contribute to our journal to make it more interesting and
diverse, by submitting an article or story of their choice. Many
of us have been socially and physically isolated for 10 months
and may have an itch to share experiences, challenges, and
ideas with the rest of us. I personally set an example in this
editorial and the previous one, the context that I am referring
to. I also welcome anyone who would like to contribute to the
Probe & Mirror in any other fashion, whether as an anecdotal
case report, scientific article, an interest or hobby. I promise
that reference footnotes or bibliography are not required.
Feedback is always welcome, so that we could continue to
have a diverse, quality journal.

“Too bad none of the fully bilingual younger members would
step up.
It is the first time that we have no voice in important decisions
that will guide the ODQ for years to come, always having a
minimum of 2 and in my years 3.
A sad day for our society, apathy” Barry Dolman
Not to boast, but I just received an AO International
Presidential Citation “For all the things that I do”. I am really
greatly honoured, humbled and appreciative, but when I
muse about it; is it because of all that I do, or because I am an
exception among so many that do nothing?

Stay well, stay safe and enjoy the read.
Have a happy, meaningful and healthy new year.

Respectfully submitted,

We have a tight-knit, hard-working mainline executive, led
by our outstanding President, Marcelo Bercovici, who has
braved through this pandemic, trying to keep a bit of normalcy
during this chaos and we have given our members a quality
program anyway. On December 26th and 27th, the annual AO
International convention was held via Zoom and the Montreal
chapter attendance was dismal. Considering that it was free,
interesting, educational, entertaining and no travelling was
needed, many members missed out at the experience.

Harry Wise, Editor

wisedentistry@gmail.com

I am appealing to all bystanders to come forward and give a bit
of themselves to our society. You will be repaid and rewarded
at many levels with the satisfaction that you have contributed
to AO-MRDS and you will have a true grasp of what AO is
really about. And make many new friendships.
I want to thank our regular contributors: Mark Grossman,
Martin Wise; also Rachel Korman for the student’s report and
setting an example to our younger members, and Jonathan
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AO-MRDS ISRAEL BONDS
MAN OF THE YEAR
A JOINT REPORT FROM AO-MRDS AND ISRAEL BONDS CANADA
Dear members,

Dear Members,

Each year, our society honours a member who, through the
years has contributed to our society, the dental community
as well as the general community at large. This year has
been an exceptional year and so it seems so appropriate that
we have chosen an exceptional individual, Barry Dolman.
Barry has impacted all of our dental lives. To say that he was
always available to each of us as President of L’Ordre des
Dentistes would be an understatement. Never in our long
history have we had a President who is so approachable. And
that is only one of his many attributes. Barry stood proud as
an Anglophone and as a Jew. As Covid engulfed our lives,
it would have been reasonable for him to ask to cancel the
event. But that is not Barry’s style. He has never retreated
from his duties in the face of obstacles and this time was no
different.

On a beautiful evening on August 20th, Alpha OmegaMount Royal Dental Society partnered with Israel Bonds and
Canadian Friends of Tel Aviv University to honour our own
Barry Dolman, and in support of the refurbishment of the
Oral Pathology Lab at Tel Aviv University.

This year, the AO-MRDS Israel Bond Committee decided
to co-host this event with Canadian Friends of Tel Aviv
University to revamp the essentially needed Oral Pathology
Laboratory at TAU. Barry felt that this campaign was too
important to postpone. Thanks to his efforts and to those of
both organizations, we were able to raise over $270K with
AO members contributing in the purchase of a $90K Israeli
Bond which will be turned over to the university.

Respectfully submitted,

Barry was honoured for his dedication to the Dental
community and the community at large. 100 cars gathered
at the new Mount Royal Drive-in for an evening of tribute
and music. Sincere thanks to Barry, and the AO-MRDS
Israel Bonds Dental Division committee for helping to put
this evening together, and Benny and the Healers for their
musical contribution. Israel Bonds were purchased in the
name of Tel Aviv University Oral Pathology Lab, a cutting
edge facility for the research and diagnosis of oral diseases.

Rhona Rozen
Gilda Abdulezer

Pictures by Ryan Blau Photography

We hope one day to have our members participate in the
inauguration of the laboratory in Israel. Construction has
started and we will be providing progress reports in future
issues of the Probe. Alpha Omega International has always
taken an active role in supporting the two dental schools
in Israel and as Montrealers we should be very proud for
taking the lead in this vital campaign, especially during
these difficult times. We owe a large debt of thanks to Jacob
Tink, Israel Bonds chair, Marcelo Bercovici, president of
AOMRDS and their committees. We thank Benny Saleh and
his great band and of course to Barry for being the mensch
that he is. Kol Hakavod.
Fraternally,

Michael Tenenbaum

PIP Advisor AO International
Past Regional Chair CFTAU
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AO-MRDS ISRAEL BONDS MAN OF THE YEAR (CONTINUED)
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SIX MONTHS
SINCE REOPENING,

VISITS TO THE DENTIST
HAVE PROVEN TO BE SAFE
by Mark Grossman DDS

THIS IS A REPRINT FROM THE MCGILL OFFICE FOR SCIENCE AND SOCIETY
“COVID, COVID, COVID!”, to quote a soon to be expresident. That seems to be all people are talking about these
days, and given the seriousness of the virus it’s no wonder.
With cases continuing to rise during phase 2, any good
news regarding the pandemic is welcomed. Recent reports
concerning vaccines seem hopeful, but other positive stories
regarding COVID-19 have been few and far between.

MASKS & PPE
Having relied for so long on masks to protect both themselves
and their patients, dentists were more likely to have adopted
this along with other protective measures when out in public
from the onset of the pandemic, further minimizing risk of
contracting or spreading the virus.

AEROSOLS

One bit of encouraging news has been the relative safety
of visiting the dentist since clinics reopened in Quebec and
elsewhere beginning June 2020. With the profession initially
flagged as a high-risk regarding potential transmission of
COVID-19, many dentists were apprehensive about returning
to work. Concern about safety for themselves, staff and
patients was paramount, particularly during the early stages
when less was understood about the virus.

Much of the focus by the dental community has centered
around aerosols produced when water and air from equipment
mix with saliva. These smaller particles of 5 microns or less
can remain suspended in air for longer and travel further than
larger droplets from a sneeze or cough. While a theoretical
risk, a recent study at the University of Laval suggests
in regards to the smaller aerosols such as those produced
during dental treatment, that their low virus concentration
and their inactivation at the time of aerosolization or shortly
therefter, would explain why they do not seem to constitute
an important transmission route.

Given the intimate contact with patients and frequent
generation of aerosols during procedures, the absence of
reports linking spread of the virus to dental offices has been
reassuring to both dentists and the public. So how can we
account for this seemingly good news?

CONFIDENCE
The public should feel reassured that the dental community
has taken the COVID-19 pandemic very seriously and
has adopted additional measures to further reduce the risk
of spread to both personnel and patients. While research
regarding potential modes of transmission is ongoing,
six months into working with enhanced infection control
protocols seem to be working well. And that’s certainly
something to smile about!

INFECTION CONTROL PROTOCOLS
Dentists by nature have been characterized as being
perfectionists who pay close attention to detail. That dentists
are reporting a low rate of COVID-19 (less than 1% according
to a recent nationwide survey by the American Dental
Association) should come as no surprise given the expertise
they have regarding infection control. The additional
measures employed in dental clinics since the pandemic only
strengthen what have always been rigorous standards. The
result has been a far lower incidence of infection compared
to other health professions.

Fraternally,
Mark Grossman
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Treatment of a genetically
challenged dentition:

Michael Moscovitch,
DDS, Prosthodontist

Combining multiple therapies
to achieve success

Assistant Clinical Professor,
Division of Restorative Sciences,
Boston University.
Clinical Instructor, Residency Program,
McGill University

TREATMENT PLAN 2004-2018+
PATIENT, MALE AGE 12 PRESENTED WITH MANY CONGENITALLY MISSING PERMANENT TEETH.
TREATMENT PLAN DEVELOPED TO MANAGE RESTORATIVE NEEDS:
Phase 1- age 12-18 direct composite restorations.
Phase 2- age 18 a serial treatment over several years to provide a combination
tooth-implant supported reconstruction.

THE DEFINITIVE TREATMENT COMPRISED:
Maxillary screw-cement retained implant supported fixed bridge 14-26
and single crowns on teeth 15-16-17 and 26. (13 teeth).
Mandibular screw-cement retained implant supported fixed bridge 46-36
and single crowns on teeth 47and 37. (12 teeth).

MAY 2004
PRE-OP RADIOGRAPHS
7
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

MINOR ORTHODONTICS
2005-2009
			

DIRECT COMPOSITE
RESTORATIONS

JUNE 2009 | PRE-OP RADIOGRAPHS

2009
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

2009

| REINFORCED HEAT-PROCESSED PROVISIONALS

		SEPT. 2009 - DEC. 2010 | RADIOGRAPHS
PHASE 1 IMPLANTS 		
PHASE 2 IMPLANTS

SEPT. 2009 - DEC. 2010
ADJUSTED PROVISIONALS AFTER EXTRACTIONS AND STAGED IMPLANT PLACEMENT

JUNE 2011
MASTER CASTS FOR NEW PROVISIONALS-COMBINATION ATLANTIS AND UNI ABUTS
9
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

ANALOG
TO DIGITAL

AUGUST 2011
NEW DIGITALLY MILLED PROVISIONALS-COMBINATION ATLANTIS AND UNI ABUTS

APRIL 2012
NEW PROVISIONALS-COMBINATION ATLANTIS AND UNI ABUTS

JUNE 2012
PROTOTYPE-PROVISIONAL FOR DEFINITIVE ZIRCONIA RESTORATIONS
10
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

JUNE 2012
MAXILLARY PROTOTYPE-PROVISIONAL FOR DEFINITIVE ZIRCONIA RESTORATION

JUNE 2012
MANDIBULAR PROTOTYPE-PROVISIONAL FOR DEFINITIVE ZIRCONIA RESTORATION

JUNE 2012
PROTOTYPE-PROVISIONAL ALLOWS FOR REFINEMENT OF FUNCTION AND ESTHETICS

OCT. 2012
COMPLETION OF MANDIBULAR MONOLITHIC ZIRCONIA+PINK FELDSPATHIC RESTORARATION
11
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

OCT. 2012
COMPLETION OF MANDIBULAR MONOLITHIC ZIRCONIA +PINK FELDSPATHIC RESTORARATION

OCT. 2012
READJUSTMENT OF MAXILLARY PROTOTYPE TO MANDIBULAR ZIRCONIA RESTORATION

OCT. 2012
COMPLETED MAXILLARY ZIRCONIA FRAMEWORK-MINIMAL ANT. VENEER + PINK DESIGN

OCT. 2012
ADJUSTMENT - MAXILLARY ZIRCONIA FRAMEWORK TO MANDIBULAR ZIRCONIA
12
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

OCT. 2012
ADJUSTMENT - MAXILLARY ZIRCONIA FRAMEWORK TO MANDIBULAR ZIRCONIA

NOV. 2012
MAXILLARY MINIMALLY VENEERED ZIRCONIA+PINK FELDSPATHIC PORCELAIN

NOV. 2012
MAXILLARY MINIMALLY VENEERED ZIRCONIA+PINK FELDSPATHIC PORCELAIN

NOV. 2012
MAXILLARY MINIMALLY VENEERED ZIRCONIA+PINK FELDSPATHIC PORCELAIN
13
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

NOV. 2012
MAXILLARY MINIMALLY VENEERED ZIRCONIA+PINK FELDSPATHIC PORCELAIN

OCT.-NOV. 2012
POST-OP RADIOGRAPHS

2013
1 YEAR POST-OP

2014
2 YEAR POST-OP
14
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TREATMENT OF A GENETICALLY CHALLENGED DENTITION (CONTINUED)

2014
2 YEAR POST-OP

JUNE 2016
3.5 YEAR POST-OP RADIOGRAPHS

2018
5.5 YEAR POST-OP

Copyright, Dr. Michael Moscovitch, 2021. all rights reserved.

Questions: drmoscovitch@mospros.com
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On behalf of my team and Raymond James,
I wish you and your family good health
and high spirits.

Lewis Rosen
Senior Wealth Advisor

performing wealth advisor in Canada, and is a
member of Raymond James' prestigious
Chairman's Council.

As heard on:

Featured in:

To work with an Elite Advisor at Raymond James,
call Lewis Rosen at 514-782-6004

or www.thehealthcareinvestor.ca
The Chairman’s Council is based on annual production and recognized designations. An advisor’s ranking may not be representative of any one client’s experience and is not indicative of the advisor’s future performance.
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PANDEMIC PASTIMES:

MONTREAL EXPOS POSTCARDS
Dear Members,

com was born. The images of all the Expos postcards were
uploaded onto the website and they were categorized by year
and by player. Interaction with fellow Expos collectors and
fans all over the world could now be possible.

Growing up as a boy in Montreal during the 1970’s, I had
a passion for baseball and the Montreal Expos. I remember
spending my summers taking the Jean Talon #92 bus to Expos
games with friends. I always tried to arrive early during batting
practice to catch foul balls, and stayed late after the game to try
and get players’ autographs. However, my passion for baseball
died when the Expos left town for Washington in 2004.

And now the hard part, collecting the postcards! Searching
auction websites like eBay, joining Expos and postcard
Facebook groups, and trading and buying with fellow
collectors, I have amassed about 75% of known Expos
postcards. Included in my collection are rookie postcards of
Hall of Famers Randy Johnson, Gary Carter, Andre Dawson,
and Canadian Brad Wilkerson. I also picked up some of early
black and white postcards of childhood heroes like Rusty
Staub, Mack Jones and Bill Stoneman.

As an adult, I have always been an avid collector of hockey
memorabilia. I started collecting hockey cards in 1990 and
switched over to Montreal Canadiens memorabilia when the
prices of hockey cards sky rocketed. Collecting Montreal
Canadiens memorabilia became my new passion.

So, to fill up my spare time during the Covid-19 pandemic,
I made some new internet friends, created a web site from
scratch, and started a new hobby. If you want to start
collecting Expos postcards or just want to revisit with some of
your favourite Expos player or teams, check out my website at
www.ExposPostcards.com

Like most of you, with my office closed and being off work
this past March, I had a lot of free time. Being a collector, I
decided to try to rekindle my love for the Expos and collect
Montreal Expos postcards. Before collecting anything, I like
to know exactly what’s out there. The Montreal Expos issued
a full set of team postcards during every year of their existence
(1969-2004). There were additions to the sets as players were
acquired in trades or players were called up to the big club
during the season. Also, during the winter months, players,
coaches and broadcasters would form a caravan and visit
small towns throughout Quebec, Ontario, and the Maritimes.
They would promote baseball, sign autographs and hand out
specially made, hard to find, caravan postcards.

Fraternally,
Erle Schneidman

With Expos postcards in mind, I
contacted 4 advanced Expos postcard
collectors via the internet with the
goal of compiling a photo list of every
known Expos postcard. This had
never been done before and the other
collectors were very excited about the
idea. Over the next 4 months, after
many emails going back and forth,
the year by year photo list of Expos
postcards was completed.
The next step was to display the
postcards and share the information
with other collectors. With the help of
my son, Jason, www.ExposPostcards.
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ALPHA PI

EXECUTIVE
Dear Alpha Pi and Alpha Omega members,

also be organizing another webinar series catered to dental
students and recent graduates. On a more local scale, we’ve
launched a Shadowing Program where Alpha Pi members can
be matched with Alpha Omega Montreal members to shadow
at their clinic for the day. We will also keep our tradition
of hosting our annual Residency Night and Specialty Night.
We’d also like to add some new content that will help students
navigate the difficulties of dental school, namely, preclinic,
clinic, residency applications and residency interviews. We
also plan on ordering merch!

We hope you are all doing well. We hope that you are staying
safe and staying in touch with your loved ones.
Previously, our society has been dedicated to bringing dental
students and dentists together at dinners, socials, lectures,
wine and cheeses, and holiday parties. This year we’re
faced with the challenge of continuing these traditions, but
of course, at distance. We want to do our job to ensure that
you make the important connections and benefit from the
incredible resources AO has to offer. Fortunately, we’re up
for the challenge and we’d like to make the experience as a
member even better and beneficial than before. Unfortunately,
this means more Zoom, but we promise, the content will be
great!

We have high hopes for this year and are very excited! If you
have any questions or would like to contact us, please send
an email to alphapimontreal@gmail.com.
Fraternally & Sororally,

The Alpha Pi Executive

We have many projects underway but here’s a preview of what
to expect this year. Firstly, AO international is more active
than ever before. We have access to a plethora of lectures
worldwide! Our international student representatives will

Here are some pictures of our last in person event, our
Back to School Picnic!
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Meet the Alpha Pi Executive
2020-2021

Rachel Korman
Co-President
McGill University
Class of 2021

Stephanie Wiseman
Co-President
McGill University
Class of 2021

Liate Dayan
Vice President
Université de
Montréal
Class of 2022

Shany Ouaknine
Vice President
McGill University
Class of 2022

Ilana Gheriani
5 year Representative
Université de Montréal
Class of 2021

Elena Aivaliklis
4 year Representative
McGill University
Class of 2021

Andi Singer
3 year Representative
McGill University
Class of 2022

Elior Yona
2nd year Representative
Université de Montréal
Class of 2024

Erica Shligold
2nd year Representative
McGill University
Class of 2023

Sam Psycharis
2nd year Representative
McGill University
Class of 2023
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Chatting with
the chairman
Diana Spencer speaks to
Jonathan Lack about why he chose
a life in dentistry and what he foresees
for the future of the profession
Diana Spencer
Chairman of Alpha Omega society
(London)

Jonathan Lack
Specialist in periodontics

Jonathan Lack is a specialist in periodontics and limits
his practice solely to all aspects of periodontal treatment
and implant surgery. He trained at McGill University in
Canada and underwent specialist training at Louisiana
State University in New Orleans, USA, in 1994.
His periodontal career began in Canada where he
worked for eight years, prior to moving to the UK some
19 years ago. He is currently in private practice in the west
end of London.
He has been a member of Alpha Omega (AO) since his
first days in dental school in 1986! He was student chapter
president in Montreal and is twice past chairman of the
London chapter. He currently sits on the AO executive
council and the scientific committee and organises the
student externship programme.
Diana Spencer (DS): Why did you choose dentistry?
Jonathan Lack (JL): Oh my, this feels like my first interview
when I applied to dental school!
Well, I really didn’t want to be stuck behind a desk doing
paperwork. I loved science and working with my hands
but decided that medicine was not for me. I went into
dental school intending to do orthodontics, but by the time
I finished, it was out of the question! I loved periodontics
as it seemed to be the foundation of all the restorative work
that we build upon. I also loved implant surgery, which was
in its infancy then. So, perio was the obvious choice for me.
DS: What excites you most about the business/practice of dentistry?
JL: Probably innovations in periodontics and surgery
that can improve and simplify the kind of care we can
offer patients. Although there are no major changes on
the immediate horizon for the way we treat periodontal
disease, there have been numerous subtle changes over the
last 26 years that I have been a specialist.
Obviously, regenerative grafting techniques and
materials, both in bone and soft tissue, have evolved, as have
locally applied antimicrobials and the use of photodynamic
therapy. A large part of my practice is implant surgery with
bone and sinus grafts. On this front, innovations in access,
along with implants’ size and strength and drills have
allowed for less invasive, faster treatments to take place. All
of this has major advantages for patients and I find that
really fun and exciting.

DS: How do you unwind?
JL: A mixture of spending time with my family, exercise and
watching Netflix.
I love hiking around Snowdon and the Peak District if I
can get away and on the west coast of Canada. I’m hoping
to pick that up again in the future!
I binge on Netflix boxsets and even listen to them when
my patients are watching the iPad that’s hovers above them
when I am treating them. The Danish language in Borgen
can be a challenge without access to the subtitles though!
DS: What advice would you offer an upcoming dental student?
JL: Get as much exposure to as many disciplines as you
can, as soon as you graduate. Take extended courses, not
just hour-long lectures, find experienced mentors to spend
time observing in practice. It’s worth 10 times the amount
of income you may lose by being out of your own clinic for
a day. This way you can find areas that really interest you
and that you may even consider specialising in.
Essentially, when you graduate as a dentist you only
know the bare minimum! Graduation is the beginning of
your ‘real world’ dental education.
Joining AO offers a fantastic networking opportunity
for young dentists to meet more established dentists, not
only for potential career opportunities but for learning and
discussing different approaches to cases.
DS: How do you see dentistry in five or 10 years’ time?
JL: In my opinion, there will be a larger proportion of
corporately-owned dental practices, both in the NHS and
privately. In addition, the proportion of private dentistry
will grow as the government puts the squeeze on NHS
funding. Because of that, there will be more development
of pure private dental insurance, which is currently
unsatisfactory. Hopefully, the insurance companies will
wake up to this soon; there is a huge untapped market
out there.
Ultimately, this will allow greater access to dental care
and improved oral health as a result. But as a profession we
need to be cautious that the development of this private
insurance does not impact on the patient’s right to choose
their practitioner, nor on the practitioner’s treatment
decisions. I have seen this happen in the USA and Canada.
I also see a continued shift in the development of
digitised dentistry such as 3D impressions being overlaid
onto CT scans, allowing for highly accurate computergenerated surgical guides to be used on a regular basis.
DS: Tell me about your greatest challenges to date
JL: Moving to the UK after training and working in Canada
and the USA and trying grow a pure periodontics and
implant surgery practice from a squat! I had very few
contacts in the UK, but AO helped me to meet colleagues
here who were incredibly helpful.
I rented rooms for 10 years until I moved into my
current location. I built up the referral base by lecturing
extensively and publishing articles, plus of course getting
involved with AO more than 30 years ago.
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Besides that, dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic
and its impact on the profession has been incredibly
challenging. I find it remarkable how our profession came
together to educate and influence our regulators when
they were frustratingly slow off the mark. In particular,
AO’s bravery in writing the open letter to the profession,
offering an evidence-based approach (where there was
evidence) on how we could return to care for our patients,
was both challenging and rewarding. With the help of
fellow AO members (Richard Horwitz, Andrew Eder, Rob
Pittack, and Eddie Scher), we helped draw attention to our
profession’s needs and the needs of our patients who were
effectively abandoned.
This letter led to an invitation to join the Royal College of
Surgeons, Faculty of General Dental Practitioners (FGDP)/
CGDent task group, drafting guidelines for our profession
to return to work. This was a great honour.
The task was huge, the pace was frantic and the
responsibility was immense, but it had to be done. Under
the tireless guidance of FGDP dean Ian Mills and chair of
the group, Onkar Dhanoya, this group produced the first
guidance document, which became the basis upon which
the OCDO and PHE subsequently created their guidance.
Although there were variations with these other
documents, the basic premise that dentists could return
to work safely for both patients and dental personnel was
the same. This crisis has created more dialogue behind the
scenes between all of the governing bodies of dentistry
– PHE, NHS England and the CQC – than ever existed
before. I hope this kind of joint discussion and problem
solving amongst these governing groups will be a silver
lining outcome in all of the turmoil we have had to endure.
DS: What’s the most embarrassing thing that’s ever happened to you?
JL: I have an iPad over the dental chair to distract the
patients during treatment and they occasionally have
chosen something rather saucy or steamy to watch!
DS: Who was your mentor?
JL: One of my professors in specialty school (Louisiana
State University) in New Orleans was a gifted surgeon and
an incredible human being. His name was Denis Leblanc.
Sadly, he died a few years after I finished my training there
after contracting an infection when helping out strangers
after a huge flood there.
DS: What’s the funniest thing that happened to you in a dental surgery?
JL: I used to treat a married couple and their mistresses!
Very careful scheduling is essential!
DS: What advice would you give someone setting up their own surgery?
JL: Have a good relationship with your bank manager,
solicitor, and HR adviser! But, more importantly, hire
smart… surround yourself with the friendliest and most
experienced and upbeat team that you can find!
alphaomegauk.co.uk
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OMETZ

REPORT
Dear members,

hung it outside and we both waited for the birds to arrive.
You can see the first visitor in the photograph enjoying the
carefully chosen mix of black-oiled sunflower seeds and other
nutritious seeds and grains, i.e. BIRD food.

As I approach my retirement, I am recognizing that it is both
a satisfying and anxious period in my life.
The satisfying part is that I have reached a time when I am
comfortable having reached a certain degree of financial
security and can reflect on my life and see that I have done
a reasonable job in raising my family, building a solid dental
practice, creating a comfortable home, and sharing my life
with a wonderful spouse. Most importantly, I, as well as my
entire family, are in good health. I am truly blessed.
I recently lost one of my dear friends of over 50 years, Dr.
Tibor Bertalan. We met in dental school, and spent a good
deal of our time in university studying together with our small
study group. Of that group, he is the only one that I maintained
a relationship with in all these years. Sadly, he passed away
shortly after he retired. He is truly missed.
The anxious part of this period is the ending of income earned
from actually working. I have always had a job from the age
of fifteen onward, although not always full time; summer jobs,
weekend jobs and then as a biochemist, and finally dentistry.
It is not a matter of financial insecurity, but of not being “out
there” earning a living. It is a mental thing, and not working
is not in my DNA.

I am now a volunteer at A Horse Tale, a horse rescue
organization in the Hudson area where my wife also volunteers
to help feed and care for the horses. I helped build a stable,
mend paddock fences and repair and reinforce barn walls. I
hammered in 2500 nails last week alone, and will probably
do another 2500 next week. I am carrying and nailing beams
and hemlock boards, a very strong, heavy wood, in addition
to all sorts of other crazy materials I have never heard of
before, while learning a craft that is so different from what I
am familiar with.

I have, over my lifetime, been fortunate to develop many
hobbies and interests, and I am now pursuing most of them. I
am busier now than when I was working. One of my interests
has been renovating my home. It was written up in the Gazette
in April 2019 in the weekend section called “Shelter”. I was
very proud to see some of my “home projects” in print.

Retirement plays out in different ways for all of us, but for me
it’s definitely not the cliché of “golfing every day and lying on
the beach.” Freedom 55—-ha! (Not that I couldn’t use a little
bit of tropical sun and beach time right about now).

With winter fast approaching and our province still in the “red
zone”, I find things to do to fill the huge hole in what was my
active life. My wife, a nature lover like me, asked me to build
a bird feeder to hang in the back yard in order to keep our
non-migratory feathered friends fed during the brutal winter
months. I found a plan and built a very simple but precisionengineered feeder, and designed a device to prevent squirrels
from gorging on their seeds and bullying away the birds. I

I have tried to avoid using the P-word (pandemic), however
the present world is particularly dangerous to people of my
age category (70 and over), and It has certainly put a damper
on many of my ambitious plans and dreams. I love to travel,
and I love adventure, I love to hike and cycle and mix with
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OMETZ

REPORT (CONTINUED)
people in new places and of other cultures. I have an Aikido
school, and miss meeting up with my students and practicing
with them. I miss all the simple things that you are missing
now; dinner in a restaurant with my wife, hugging my
grandchildren, crossing the border into the U.S. just for fun.

yourself. This is the clinic that won the GOHI award several
years ago, as being the most worthwhile project undertaken
in AO and it deserves to be perpetuated. Please contact me by
email if you would consider taking on this role, or even if you
have any questions about it.

There is one other important thing that I have had to give up
doing since March, and that is the Ometz clinic. The patients
that depended on this clinic no longer have access to the
care that we gave them, and it is unlikely that they will be
seen in the near future. I want to thank all the dentists that
participated in the clinic over the years. Their generosity and
love of helping others is greatly appreciated by me and all the
patients whose lives they touched.

				Marty Wise
				drmarty@hotmail.ca
						

As the end of December 2020 approaches, and with
it my retirement, I now have to find someone who
will fill my shoes and coordinate the Ometz clinic
at the JGH when it eventually resumes. It is not a
difficult task. It only needs someone who can, every
month, recruit dentists to volunteer their time and
expertise for a few hours one evening each month.
I have a list of many eager and talented dentists to
fill the need, and I am willing to ride shotgun with
you until you are comfortable taking the reins by

You’re looking out for your patient’s best interest.

We’re looking out for yours.
As a dentist, decisions made today will have a significant
impact on your future. That’s why MNP is committed to every
stage of the professional cycle.
From start up to succession, we are continually developing
programs and strategies that ensure you’re always ahead of
the curve.
Contact Derrick Blumenthal, CPA, CA, at 514.315.3675
or derrick.blumenthal@mnp.ca
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CASE

REPORT
by Marcelo Bercovici DMD

This is a case where a 6 year old child presented with a large carious lesion on
a lower mandibular first molar. Extraction would be traumatic for this child and
would represent undesirable consequences with the developing dentition. Since
the pulp was vital apexogenesis was done. This would promote continued root
development. If the pulp was necrotic, apexification would be attempted.
Below is a summary of the two scenarios. (Internet sources).
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CASE REPORT (CONTINUED)

What to do with a severely decayed (vital) first permanent molar on a 6 yr.
old child?
APEXOGENESIS.

Pulpotomy, MTA (Mineral Trioxide Aggregate) on pulp floor,
glass ionomer seal.

1 month

3 yrs
Marcelo Bercovici, mbercovici@gmail.com

7 months

9 months

6 years later. An adequate restoration is
long overdue. No need for endodontic
treatment unless pathology develops.
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SCIENTIFIC
REPORT
Dear Fraters,
In early 2020 when the global pandemic of COVID-19 started to
take control, we knew we had to make some drastic changes to
the way we delivered our lecture series. After much thought we
decided to team up with the Montreal Dental Club to make the
2020-2021 lecture schedule an outstanding one. On top of this,
AO International made its world-renowned speakers available to
our chapter. With these two factors built into our lecture schedule,
COVID-19 was not going to keep us down.
As always, I would like to acknowledge this year’s speakers
and extend our gratitude to them for putting together such great
presentations. Without them none of this would have been
possible.
Our first lecture was an amazing one by Dr. Michael Moscovitch
who gave a very interesting lecture titled “Zirconia from the
Critical Edge: Factors Contributing to Reliable Performance
Outcomes”. Dr. Moscovitch spoke about everything A-Z in
regard to Zirconia.

January 19th 2021: The ultimate new patient experience by Dr.
mark Hyman
February 23rd 2021: Lost that Lovin’ Feeling? Success is all
about the relationships by Dr. Larry Stanleigh
April 20th 2021: Orthodontics and interdisciplinary care by Dr.
Jonathan Werbitt
We also have very exciting news for the fraternity. The Mainline
board approved to move ahead with producing a website to
handle such functionals as invoicing, sending out the Probe and
Mirror, and hosting past recorded lectures to just name a few.
The new website is estimated to be operational in early 2021.
Stay tuned!!!
Below is a summary of this season’s scientific schedule.
Fraternally,

Dr. Jonathan Werbitt
jwerbitt@gmail.com
514-567-5105

Next on our schedule, we have:
November 3rd: The keys to buying or selling a dental practice in
the Midst of a Global pandemic
by Dr. Keith Drayer,
Dr. Bernie DENTAIRES DU GRAND MONTRÉAL
LA FÉDÉRATION
DES SOCIÉTÉS
PROGRAMME SCIENTIFIQUE 2020-2021
Dolansky and Bill Henderson.
LA FÉDÉRATION DES SOCIÉTÉS DENTAIRES DU GRAND MONTRÉAL
PROGRAMME
SCIENTIFIQUE
2020-2021
THE FEDERATION
OF DENTAL
SOCIETIES
OF GREATER
MONTREAL
LA FÉDÉRATION
SOCIÉTÉS
DU GRAND
MONTRÉAL
THE DES
FEDERATION
OFDENTAIRES
DENTAL SOCIETIES
OF GREATER
SCIENTIFIC
PROGRAM
2020-2021
PROGRAMME
SCIENTIFIQUE
2020-2021
MONTREAL
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 2020-2021
THE FEDERATION OF DENTAL SOCIETIES OF GREATER
MONTREAL
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 2020-2021

All lectures will be in virtual format through Zoom

For more information please contact:
All Royal
lectures
will
be in(MRDS).........admin@aomontreal.org
virtual format through Zoom
Mount
Dental
Society
more
information
contact:
Montreal DentalFor
Club
(MDC)
............please
info@montrealdentalclub.ca
Mount Royal Dental Society (MRDS).........admin@aomontreal.org
All
lectures
in virtual
through Zoom
Montreal
Dentalwill
Clubbe
(MDC)
............format
info@montrealdentalclub.ca
For more information
please
contact:
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REMEMBERING

DR. TIBOR
BERTALAN

Dr Tibor Bertalan passed away on September 10, 2020
at the age of 78. Dr. Bertalan joined our faculty in 2001
and until his retirement last year, was a constant presence
in the Thursday afternoon multidisciplinary clinics. Tibor
treasured his appointment as a clinical demonstrator and
approached his students with a thoughtful, caring and gentle
demeanor. Assistant Professor Dr. Earl Karanofsky shares a
tribute to his close friend and colleague, Dr. Tibor Bertalan.

The McGill dental community lost a colleague, mentor and
friend with the sudden passing of Dr. Tibor Bertalan. Tibor
enjoyed a fifteen year academic appointment to the faculty
of Dentistry and was a valued member of the Thursday
afternoon supervisory team. Tibor had a soft and gentle
demeanor. He was committed to furthering the expertise of
his students and and committed to the well being of our
school. Dr. Bertalan’s family assured me that he truly loved
the faculty and treasured his Thursday afternoons at McGill.

Dr. Tibor Bertalan, may your soul rest in Peace. You will
be remembered well and with gratitude by the multiple
dentists and dental students who have benefitted from your
clinical guidance at McGill Dentistry.

To Agi, his wife, and his children Andrea and George, we
extend our heartfelt condolences and want to assure you
that Tibor’s smile and love of dentistry were infectious and
he succeeded in passing that passion on to his students.

David Leblanc | 9 Nov 2020
Alumni

Fraternally, Earl Karanofsky
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
We regret to inform you of the passing of Robert Fagan,
son of Dr. Fred Fagan.
We regret to inform you of the passing of Bluma Littner,
mother of Dr. Don Littner.
We regret to inform you of the passing of Rona Bernstein,
the sister of Montreal’s past president Bill Steinman.
It is with deep sadness we announce the passing of
Dr. Tibor Bertalan.
Condolences to Dr. David S. Shapiro on the passing of
Mark Alan Shapiro.
Condolences to Lisa Kattan on the loss of her grandmother,
Violet Kattan.
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